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To the Provincials and Superiors of the 
Preprovinces 
Their locations 

Dearest Sisters, 

I reach you with this second communication to inform you about the details of the Feast of the 
World Day of Gratitude. 
We are aware that we live in a complex context, marked by so many challenges, but also by so 
much hope and we feel involved, FMA - lay people - young people, in giving thanks to the Lord for 
the generous service of animation and government of our Mother. 

The Feast of Gratitude 2021 will take place in 

ROME 
Sunday 25 April 

At the House “Mother Angela Vespa”, 
 see of the Pontifical Faculty of Education Sciences “Auxilium” 

and its theme will be 
Networked, for a culture of life. 

The theme draws on the experience of Don Bosco who by founding his works, in particular the 
Salesian Congregation and the FMA Institute, gave rise to a worldwide network to create alliances 
and synergies in an educational mission that had the face of a “great  Ecclesial and civil 
‘movement’ open to all available energies, ultimately to all people of good will, able to share the 
same concerns, perhaps motivated by different reasons, and to participate to some extent in the 
realization of the common enterprise, albeit referring to diverse organizations or operating 
individually.”1  

1 BRAIDO Pietro, Don Bosco's operational project and the utopia of Christian society, Rome, LAS 1982, 33. 
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Our Institute was born in the awareness of being part of the great network of the Church and the 
world. The concern to maintain the unity of the charism in its progressive incarnation in other 
cultures, prompted him to favor communication and exchange through Circular Letters, the 
dissemination of the Salesian Bulletin, the drafting of the Newsletter, the Institute Directory, the 
visits of the Superiors. The network, born from the small town of Mornese, has been growing and 
developing to guarantee its vitality and charismatic quality. The strong sense of belonging and the 
family spirit have given the FMA a clear awareness of their identity and educational mission in 
favor of the integral promotion of the young, inspired by the prophetic experience of Mary D. 
Mazzarello. 

Being online today is not only a need that comes from the charismatic identity, but it is one of the 
most precious resources to value our best creative and collaborative energies in giving answers to 
the 'educational catastrophe' originated by the pandemic and social, political, and economic 
problems. 

The World Feast of Gratitude, which will be under the banner of hope, with the slogan Networked 
for a culture of life, highlights this reality from the point of view of the cultural, formative mission 
that characterizes Mary Mother of the Church Preprovince and is concentrated in the service of the 
Pontifical Faculty of Educational Sciences Auxilium. 

Together with the other Institutions of Higher Studies of our Institute (ISS-FMA), Auxilium works 
for the university formation of FMA and young people in the awareness of carrying out a task of 
vital importance for the specific formation of educators and to contribute to develop a “humanizing 
and evangelizing culture that allows young people to become agents of change”.2 A culture permeated 
with evangelical values and Salesian pedagogical humanism, capable therefore, of  “proposing a clear vision 
of human development as a basis from which to build a humanity in which the dignity of the human being is 
recognized.”3  

The time we are living guides us to highlight even more the necessity to focus attention both on the 
need for formation and on the importance of valuing the regional and world dimensions of the ISS-
FMA, for a common reflection capable of  culturally influencing the challenges that contemporary 
society poses to education and human life on the planet. 
As “places for the elaboration of knowledge and critical formation”, the ISS-FMA commit us to 
accompany the students in the development of the whole person, respecting their own dignity and 
that of others, “making them honest citizens and professionals capable of solidarity … Networking 
is a concrete expression of believing in 'us'.”4  
 
The XXIII General Chapter highlighted how indispensable it is today to insure to all the FMA time 
for study, for a cultural formation adequate to the needs of the educational mission. Mother, on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of our "Auxilium" Faculty, launched an appeal to the Provinces to 
promote the formation of the Sisters with a far-sighted vision and a planning mentality, focusing in 
particular on the urgent and indispensable frontiers of the sciences of education, Catechetics, and 
Communication. 
We would therefore like to express our gratitude by welcoming what Mother writes in Circular no. 
999 recalling our Constitutions: “each of us is responsible for our own formation” (Const. 80). 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
2 REUNGOAT Yvonne, Presentation, in an Identity card ISS-FMA, 8. 
3 L. cit. 
4 REUNGOAT Yvonne, Message for the III ISS-FMA World Meeting, Copacabana-Medellín 27-29 September 2019. 
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We also want to focus attention on the Institutions of Higher Studies to highlight the precious 
contribution they offer to the formation of the FMA and of many young people. In the presentation 
of the Charter of Identity of the ISS, Mother declares her trust in these Institutions because they will 
allow us to create a new sapiential culture which, by valuing the contribution of specific knowledge 
of the various disciplines, opens up to the transcendent dimension of the human being in its entirety. 
Trust in the Institutions and trust in the educators who, welcoming the Preventive System of Don 
Bosco, commit themselves to translating his prophecy at this time with the seal of love.5 
For this reason, in preparation for the worldwide celebration of Gratitude, each ISS will be able to 
briefly present itself by answering the question: how do we promote the culture of life? Practical 
indications for the realization will be provided subsequently.  
 
The LOGO highlights some elements that have characterized the service of our Mother and the 
mission of the Institute. First of all we notice the world that speaks of the universality and 
internationality of the Institute. On the globe, meridians and parallels intertwine that recall the 
appearance of a robust network and that makes us think of the unity that  Mother has woven slowly, 
slowly with care and wisdom. 
A hand envelops the world and embraces it with tenderness and grace. It represents the laborious 
and generative hands of all the FMA to whom a wonderful educational mission has been entrusted. 
From the sun the hand draws charisma and strength to develop the culture of life in the world. 
A rose blooms from the very life of the mission as a sign of gratitude and of joy in giving. 
 
This year, each community  has been involved in an unpredictable way by Covid-19 and has tried to 
respond to the emergency, putting itself on the side of children, young people, families. The 
resources of the mandate "I entrust them to you" have prompted us to support the educational 
mission with creativity and in all possible ways. Our gratitude to Mother, a tireless promoter of 
enterprising, joyful, and creative love, rises spontaneously for this experience. Formation truly 
supports daring in love and experience suggests cultivating ongoing formation in order to live up to 
the cultural and social transformations taking place. 
 
A reflection on these aspects starting from the Word of God: “the net was not torn” (Jn 21:1-11) 
will be offered to us by the Lectio proposed by Sister Maria Ko. 
The chosen Gospel text wants to underline the abundant fish experienced in recent years, thanks to 
the wise guidance of  Mother, who was able to keep together the 'net' of our Institute, a robust net 
that was never torn. Gratitude is therefore 'abundant' and is expressed in a renewed commitment to 
educational service and co-responsibility in formation and in the mission. 
 
Each community is invited to compose a network of gratitude and hope, posting their messages of 
gratitude to Mother and commitment to a culture of life on a virtual bulletin board: 
 

#GrazieMadreper 

#educareallaculturadellavita 

 
The gesture of solidarity, which will unite us in making the family spirit and the communion of 
goods visible, will serve for the most urgent needs of the Institute, for the creation of scholarships 
for university students in economic difficulties and for our student Sisters,  and also to support some 
initiatives aimed at strengthening the ISS-FMA network. 
 

                                                           
5 ID., Presentation, in Charter of Identity ISS-FMA 9-10. 
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The Eucharistic celebration and the Feast of the Institute around Mother on 25 April, will be 
broadcast in live streaming. In addition, on the Institute's website you will find the indications and 
information necessary for the preparation and execution of the feast. 
 
To Mary Most Holy, the inspirer and guide of our religious family, we entrust the life and the 
mission of  Mother, the vocational fruitfulness of our Institute, and the next General Chapter. In the 
current and complex global context, we turn with trust to Saint Joseph, chosen as our Patron by Don 
Bosco, so that he may protect and guard the life of the educating communities, of children, of young 
people, of the people we care for, in moments of joy and pain, in the dangers and evils of various 
kinds which, particularly at this time, affect humanity. 
 
 
I greet you with affection also on behalf of Mother and the Sisters of the Council 
 
 
Rome, 19 March 2021 
 
 

Sr. Chiara Cazzuola 
 

   Vicar General 


