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PREPROVINCE MARY MOTHER OF THE CHURCH (RMC) 
 
 

“Something new is being born …” 
 

 
At the inauguration of the Preprovince 

"Mary Mother of the Church", Mother Yvonne 
Reungoat, inspired by the words of Isaiah, A new 
thing is being born, do you not  see it?, expressed 
the wish that "Mary Mother of the Church will 
support every step and every choice for the good 
of the great community which is the Preprovince, 
… a reality, Mother emphasized,  which has the 
face of the Institute and whose horizon is the 
future. Due to the presence of sisters from many 

origins, it is open to the whole world and to the Church. For this reason, its mission is to 
be a laboratory of communion and fraternity among all communities." 

 
 The international face of the new reality could be seen from the moment of its 
inauguration, thanks to the presence of numerous FMA of international origin, Religious 
from other Congregations, some young people,  and laity. A group of FMA students, with 
the characteristic costumes of the countries of origin, accompanied the celebrants to the 
large hall of the Faculty for the celebration of the Eucharist which opened the event on 
Sunday 8 October 2017. 

 
Thus was born the new Preprovince of Mary Mother of the Church (RMC), made up 

of six communities: Mother Angela Vespa, Sr. Teresa Valsé Pantellini, Mother Ersilia 
Canta, Saint Paul VI (Concesio), St. Mary D. Mazzarello, and Bl. Eusebia Palomino, new-
born.  
 
The origins and journey of the Preprovince 

 
The uniqueness of 

the new Preprovince is to 
gather and unify the long 
historical journey and the 
very reality of the 
Pontifical Faculty of 
Educational Sciences 
"Auxilium". At its origin, 
the Auxilium included a 
single community based 
in Turin, from where it 

was established in 1970 as the Pontifical Faculty of Sciences of Education. In 1978 it 
transfers to Rome and inaugurates the Mother Angela Vespa community. It is a single 
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community made up of teachers, technical-auxiliary staff, and FMA students who 
frequent the Faculty courses (5 years), the courses of the Institute of Religious Sciences 
(3 years), and the Spirituality biennial. 
 
 At the beginning, in the new headquarters in Via Cremolino 141, there were no 
pastoral activities in the parishes around it, but soon the territory was mapped out to 
probe its needs and respond to them. In the meantime, cultural visits are organized in 
and around Rome, and trips to cities that are important from an artistic and spiritual 
point of view. In 1981-82 it began its pastoral activity with catechesis and oratory. It 
serves in the parish to which it belongs as well as those of Sts. Rufina and Secondo, of 
Santa Maria di Nazareth-Casalotti, of Santa Rita, and of Testa di Lepre. 
 

1988 saw the establishment of another community on the same Via Cremolino: 
Sister Teresa Valsé Pantellini and the students and teachers of the two-year 
Spirituality course moved there. Since 1990, it has been the home of a Juniorate for the 
FMA of Italy and chosen as a Juniorate by some European countries. Since 1996 it is a 
community for teachers, students of Religious Sciences, then for the two-year course of 
Educational Communication and, subsequently, for those who follow the annual course 
for Formators in the Area of Consecrated Life 

 
In 1990, Mother Ersilia Canta community was opened and the biennial 

Spirituality course transfers there, leaving the house of Sister Teresa Valsé Pantellini 
where catechesis and oratory activity begins in the Parish of Santa Maria of the 
Presentation. 

 
 

In 2009 Mother accepts the insistent 
request  from the then President of Paolo VI 
Center, the lawyer Giuseppe Camadini, to have 
an FMA community in Concesio (Brescia). Thus 
was born the Paul VI community, which has the 
custody of the birthplace of the great Pontiff and 
manages the visits of pilgrims. In compliance 
with a Convention between the Institute of the 
FMA and the Work for Christian Education, 
signed by  Mother General and the President of 

the Work, it collaborates with the Paul VI International Study Center and with the Work 
for Christian Education. It is active in collaboration with the parish and with the newly 
formed Pastoral Unit, with the diocesan USMI-CISM-GIS and other dioceses of Italy, with 
religious and lay institutions, for the organization of Conferences, Seminars, Study 
Meetings, Spiritual Exercises, General Chapters, Formation and updating courses. 

 
After the new construction within the Faculty area was completed, the 

community of St. Mary D. Mazzarello was established in 2015. The new building can 
accommodate students, teachers, technical-auxiliary staff, and respond to the need to 
downsize the number of sisters in Mother Angela community and also to the 
restructuring of the faculty's rooms, required by the master plan to recognize the 
usability of the structure.  
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With the erection of the new 

Preprovince in 2017 Blessed Eusebia 
Palomino community begins its journey at 
the same location rented by the Chaldean 
Sisters Daughters of Mary Immaculate. A 
simple inter-congregational journey begins 
with these sisters who all come from Iraq. We 
celebrate the Eucharist together every day 
with the presence of some lay people, and 
other meetings are shared. The parish 
initially did not have its own see and the center of worship was the chapel of these Iraqi 
sisters. It is here that since 1978, the FMA of Mother Angela Vespa Community carry out  
their mission of pastoral service to the area. After the construction of the Parish Church 
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, all activities pass to the new parish 
headquarters.  

A significant number of Iraqi sisters completed their university studies in the 
Faculty “Auxilium”.   

 Residing in the community are the Superior of the Preprovince, Sr. Maria del 
Carmen Canales,  the Bursar of the Preprovince, the Animator of the community,  some 
sisters who are teachers, FMA students, and other Congregations. The house also hosts 
specific meetings that are held there: Preprovince Council, Animators, Temporary 
Professed, Local Councils.  

 
 

The Face of the Preprovince 
 

The Vice Province is therefore made up of a network of communities that share 
fraternal life and collaborate in the formative and cultural mission of the Pontifical 
Faculty of Educational Sciences "Auxilium". Equipped with its own Statute, the Vice 
Province “pursues the purposes entrusted to it by the Superior General with her Council, 
so that in a unified manner and according to specific competences it carries out the 
mission that is proper to it: 

 
a) the religious and cultural formation of the members of the Preprovince; 
b) coordination of the communities; 
c)  administration and management of the goods and services entrusted to it; 
d) cooperation in carrying out the mission of the Faculty.”1  

 
Furthermore, “in agreement with the Faculty Authorities, it can promote 

educational-evangelizing initiatives in collaboration with the local Church and at the 
service of the universal Church.” 2 

 

                                                 
1 Statute “Mary Mother of the Church Preprovince” (RMC), art 2, 2. 
2 Cf. Statute RMC, art. 2, 3. 
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The Preprovince began with 178 sisters, including 111 students, including 18 
Temporary Professed. Interculturality is one of its great characteristics, thanks to those 
belonging to 45 countries and 49 provinces. Currently, as a result of Covid 19, the six    
communities that compose it count the presence of 148 sisters of which 80 are students; 
11 are Temporary Professed. The sisters are called to carry out various tasks: academic 
responsibilities, teaching, services in the "Auxilium" Faculty or in the house, completion 
of studies, pastoral service, consultancy in the Vatican Dicasteries and in the Italian 
Church (CEI). 

 
 

 
 
The Preprovince and the Faculty «Auxilium» 

 
The Statute defines the relationship between the two entities that "interact at different 
levels to foster mutual collaboration." 3  It specifies that "the Preprovince and the Faculty 
are two different and distinct subjects from a juridical point of view. The Preprovince 
was erected by the FMA Institute; the Faculty was canonically erected at the same 
Institute by Decree No. 490/70/9 of the Congregation for Catholic Education on 27 June  
1970. Consequently:  
   a) both are required to recognize and respect each other's autonomy; 
   b) carry out a formative and cultural mission by collaborating with each other.” 4  
 
PFSE: A journey of concreteness and of the future 
 

The Pontifical Faculty of Educational Sciences "Auxilium" (PFSE) as an 
ecclesiastical Faculty was erected at the Institute on June 27, 1970. Its remote origin 
dates back, however, to 1954, the year in which the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians 
founded in Turin the International Higher Institute of Pedagogy and Religious Sciences 
recognized and approved by the Sacred Congregation of Religious in 1956. 

 
In 1966, by decree of the Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and Universities, it 

was incorporated into the Higher Institute of Pedagogy of the Salesian Pontifical 
Athenaeum in Rome. The juridical and academic ties between the two bodies 
were subsequently redefined so that since 1970 the Faculty has been 

                                                 
3 Statute RMC art. 4  3. 
4 Statute RMC art. 4  3. 
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governed by its own statutes. It has in common with the Salesian Pontifical University, 
the Grand Chancellor, Rector Major of the Salesian Society of St. John Bosco. 

 
Since 1978 the Faculty has been based in Rome, in an urban area of the Rome XIV 

Municipality of Rome Capital, located in the Casalotti area, north-west of the capital 
outside the Grande Raccordo Anulare. 

Faithful to the original inspiration and to the guidelines of the Magisterium of the 
Church, it has always been committed to grasping the questions of formation coming 
from different cultures with the aim of giving adequate and prospective answers. 

Following the adhesion of the Holy See to the Bologna Process, the Faculty is 
included in the process of harmonization of the international university systems in view 
of the mutual recognition of the formation courses. It continues to carry out its academic 
mission with the concreteness and foresight typical of the Salesian charism whose 
patrimony it preserves and develops. 

In 2020, fifty years of life, of ideas, of scientific commitment, of passion for 
education were celebrated. Yesterday and today it is a window on the Institute, on the 
Church, on the world! 
 
“We cultivate the talent to educate” 

 
 The "Auxilium" Faculty cultivates and promotes research in the field of 

Educational Sciences and prepares researchers, teachers, and workers at different 
levels in the field of education. 

In the Christian vision of reality and with regard to the total 
realization of the person, the Faculty recognizes a fundamental role in 
the philosophical and theological disciplines for integral formation in 
the field of educational sciences. Respecting the different dimensions of 
the educational reality, it therefore approaches it according to a 
philosophical, theological, psychological, sociological, historical, juridical, 
methodological, and communication angle. 

The Faculty therefore offers a general pedagogical formation as well as 
specialized formation in one of the sectors of the educational sciences. In harmony with 
the principles of Christian pedagogical humanism of St. John Bosco, the Faculty explores 
educational problems from infancy to youth, with special attention to those of women 
and, from a systemic perspective, studies them in relation to current problems of the 
family and society. 5  
 

The educational offer of the Faculty 6 is characterized by: 
• personalized tutorship; 
• internationality of the teaching staff and students; 
• relational style marked by familiarity and cordiality typical of the Salesian educational 
environment. 
 
Vision and Mission 
 

Aware of its primary task of formation, study, and research, the Faculty intends 
to: 
                                                 
5 Cf. Statute of the Faculty, art. 2, §1-3. 
 

6 See attachment 
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• act as an institution of excellence in the training of education professionals 
through constant innovation of the formation offer and  learning and teaching 
strategy; 

• ensure comprehensive formation in the field of educational sciences; 
• qualify the preparation of lay people and religious in the context of the new 

evangelization, capable of intercultural and interreligious dialogue; 
• participate in the international scientific community as an important interlocutor 

in terms of reflection and research in the field of pedagogical knowledge; 
• promote a humanism that makes prevention and integral education of the person 

a factor of development and innovation for the empowerment of women and 
young people.7 

 
 
Together towards the Third Mission 
 

 
   The Preprovince shares the Vision and the Mission of the 

Faculty, collaborating in the ways that are proper to it to achieve 
its ends. In particular, it welcomes and collaborates in the service 
of the Third Mission and encourages the FMA to participate with 
the educational passion that characterizes the Preventive System 
of St. John Bosco and St. Mary D. Mazzarello. 

The Preprovince supports the academic community of the 
Faculty, teachers, students, technical-administrative staff, sisters involved with different 
roles and tasks, as an educating community par excellence. It  also fosters sharing and 
collaboration with the educating communities of the Parishes, with which it shares the 
pastoral commitment in the Salesian spirit. 

    Each FMA of the Preprovince is situated on the horizon of the pastoral conversion 
hoped for by Pope Francis for the whole Church in Evangelii Gaudium (no. 25-27) and 
proposed in GC XXIII as the horizon that motivates pastoral choices. Youth ministry is 
understood as “the concrete realization of the educational mission. It is our typical way 
of expressing the Church's attention to the younger generations. It aims at the integral 
growth of the person and educates to the commitment to active citizenship. It is a 
practice that connects educational action and evangelizing action" (Institute FMA, That 
They May Have Life and Have it to the Full. Guidelines for the educational mission of the 
FMA, Turin, Elledici 2005, n. 4). 

The insertion into the territory is achieved through the pastoral service of a 
significant number of Sisters from the communities who are involved in 5 parishes in 
the preparation for the Sacraments of Christian initiation and in the Oratories. The 
communities also respond to the solicitations of ecclesial institutions and the Institute, 
particularly through the service of teachers.  

 
 The pastoral experience of Grest and the 

Animators School which prepares lay animators 
is significant. This experience is valued and 
recognized by the territory for the validity of 
the educational proposal. Grest is promoted by 

                                                 
7 Cf per questa parte: Sito web PFSE 
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the Association “Soar High” of TGS.  
Furthermore, the pastoral experiences that the student sisters carry out in the 

month of July or August in some communities of the Italian provinces have a formative 
value. All the pastoral service that is carried out in the Preprovince is oriented towards 
the realization of a vocational and missionary youth ministry. 

 
 

The Faculty considers its cultural mission as a strategic area for living the social 
dimension of evangelization and assumes the Third Mission with a qualified commitment 
in order to strengthen "the evangelical, theoretical, and practical approach to reality and 
to humanity" (Church in Europe 58) in the 
educational and formative logic. In fact, by 
Third mission we mean "the set of activities 
with which universities enter into direct 
interaction with society, flanking traditional 
teaching missions (first mission, which is 
based on interaction with students) and 
research, (second mission, mainly in 
interaction with scientific communities or 
peers).” 8  

The activities considered as the Third Mission of the Faculty are gathered in 
different groups such as: supervision and internships in various residential and semi-
residential structures and services for different types of public; advanced courses and 
specializations in the psycho-socio-educational and pastoral fields; organization of 
conferences and seminars open to professionals and local citizens; School for catechists 
and pastoral coordinators; collaboration with the School Office and the Diocesan 
Catechetical Office with top responsibilities; design and construction of a school for 
volunteer animators; supervision of animation activities in the oratory and of parish 
catechesis and voluntary work; exercise of an active presence on social networks and 
participation in radio and television broadcasts; availability of the resources of the 
Library (specialized on women) and of the Magazine Room (with more than 500 
publications) to scholars and external students; Summer Camp for the inclusion of 
adolescents and young people in the context of non-formal education.  
 

The action of the Faculty also radiates on the national and international territory 
through partnerships and collaborations with the formative/educational organizations 
of the FMA Institute (CIOFS-FP Italy; CIOFS-SCHOOL Italy; VIDES Italy and 
International; Salesian School Europe; Institutes of Higher Studies of the FMA 
Institute [ISS-FMA]). Collaboration with Roman Dicasteries (Congregation for 
Catholic Education [of Institutes of Studies]; Dicastery for the Service of Integral Human 
Development; Congregation for the Causes of Saints; Congregation for the 
Evangelization of Peoples; Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies 
of Apostolic Life). Participation in national and international scientific organizations 
and associations relating to the research fields of the Faculty (OIEC, ACISE, AIDU, 
SCHOLÉ, CIRSE, ANPE, APL, SIRT, ATI, CATI, Association of Professors of Church History 
in Italy, Association Curators of Salesian History). Collaboration with the Italian 
                                                 
8 ANVUR, La terza missione nelle università. 

http://www.anvur.it/attachments/article/882/8.Rapporto%20ANVUR%202013_UNI~.pdf (20-4-
2020). 

 

http://www.anvur.it/attachments/article/882/8.Rapporto%20ANVUR%202013_UNI%7E.pdf
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Episcopal Conference (National Council for Liturgy and Catechesis). Planning of study 
seminars and reports at conferences or formation sessions of religious congregations in 
various fields. Periodic inter-congregational formation courses (USMI, Studium). 
Collaboration with other Study Centers and Universities for the realization of 
conferences, sites, publications.  

 
Through the University Pastoral Care - specific ecclesial action in the 

university world - the Faculty, in network with the Culture Service and the 
University of the Diocese of Rome, ensures the pastoral care of people 
(students, teachers, technical-administrative staff), cultural animation of 
university life, in-depth study of the Christian vision and message in the 

various fields of knowledge. 
 

Attached 
 

The Faculty's formative offer is divided into the following curricula: 
 

Cycle of Baccalaureate (or Degree)  
 
Baccalaureate Course in Education and Formation Science 
The Degree Program includes a single curriculum with three directions: 
- Educator in early childhood education services 
- Educator in socio-educational services 
- Educator in scholastic and formative services 
Degree Course in Psychological Sciences of Development and Education 
Degree Course in Religious Education 
 

 
Licentiate cycle (or Master's degree) 
 

Licentiate Course in Pedagogical Sciences 
the Degree Program includes a single curriculum with two directions: 
- Pedagogue in socio-educational services 
- Pedagogue in scholastic and formation services 
Licentiate Course in Educational Psychology 
Licentiate Course in Pedagogy and Didactics of Religion 
Licentiate Course in Catechetics and Youth Ministry 

 
Research Doctorate Cycle 
 
Qualification Courses 
 

• Qualification Course in Spirituality of the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help 
of Christians 

• Qualification Course for Formators in the Area of Consecrated Life 
• Qualification Course in Inclusion of children and young people with disabilities in 

catechesis and liturgy (2021 - online) 
 
Higher Formation Courses 
 

• Course in "Prevention and treatment of Eating Disorders: interdisciplinary and 
multifactorial approach" (online) 
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The FMA Study Center, connected to the Diploma Course in Spirituality, was established 
by the Faculty in 2015 to offer the entire Institute and those who are sensitive to the feminine 
dimension of Salesian educational spirituality (educating communities, the Salesian Family, 
scholars, others) a formative contribution valuing the resources of the Network.  

The large section of sources and studies made available in the Documents section of the 
site was enriched in 2020-2021 by the YouTube channel, which mainly broadcasts the "Salesian 
Thursdays at Auxilium", at the service of educating communities and other interested parties, as 
a response of closeness and hope to the challenges of Covid-19. 
 

The Center for Women's Studies & Education was established in 2015 to promote 
interdisciplinary and intercultural studies and research on the education of women in the 
perspective of the pedagogical humanism of St. John Bosco lived and understood by St. Mary D. 
Mazzarello and the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians. The Center intends to comprehend 
today in a critical and proactive way, the unique connection between Women and Education in 
its many aspects. It engages in dialogue with other institutions, allowing itself to be challenged 
by the new problems and opportunities that in the various socio-cultural and socio-religious 
contexts intercept the world of women and education. 
 

The Psychological and Educational Center for Orienting, Counseling, and 
Formation  was established in 2020. The Center operates mainly with a view to prevention and 
offers a psychological and educational service to support the growth of subjects in 
developmental age and to promote the psychological well-being of the person, especially of 
women and families. The activities are organized around three areas of intervention which 
include: orientation, psychological and educational counseling, formation 
 
Affiliations 
 

The Faculty establishes academic collaborations with other university institutions. It 
thus assumes the task of promoting and guaranteeing the academic level of the formative offers 
of the institutions affiliated to it and assigns, under its own responsibility, the academic title 
corresponding to the curriculum of studies carried out. 

In its commitment to form educators capable of reflecting on education and working in 
different cultures and religious contexts in the authentic Christian spirit, the Faculty currently 
maintains academic relations with two institutions: the Higher Institute of Educational Sciences 
and Formation ‘Giuseppe Toniolo’  of Modena, promoted by the Northern Province of the Priests 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (Dehoniani) and the Euro-Mediterranean Institute for Formation, 
Research, Therapy and Development of Social Policies of Caltanissetta, conferring on both the 
title of Baccalaureate in the Sciences of education and formation. 
 
 
Indexes 
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- Together towards the Third Mission  
 

Attached  

 
 
Video: 
 
https://youtu.be/s7ev5S-vpYw 
 
https://youtu.be/0eQVpAbOdrk 
 
ppt: RMC our pastoral mission 

https://youtu.be/s7ev5S-vpYw
https://youtu.be/0eQVpAbOdrk

